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telství, 1963-74. Vol. I: Vý.1•oj 'élovlka do puuuictilet (1963 ,; 3rd pruning 1971). 46 ,1 
pp. Kčs 35.50; :Vol. 11: Vý1•oj llověka od pa111ácti do triceti let (196'7; 2nd printing 
1974), 231 pp. Kčs 37,-; Vol. Ill: Vývoj 6l01•dka od uiceri do lryliceriplriler (1970), 
307 PP, Kčs 35.50; Vol. l:V: Vývoj človlka v dn,chepolovině '!ivota (1974 '), 495 pp. 
Kčs 4 7, •. 

Tfiis is a rcmarkable piece of: work in man.y ways. For one, it is a large ueatise, to1a_l4ig 
clo s,, to 1500 pages. This is an imprcssive •but not the most unportant feature. 'ro the re• 
viewer,, the cenual fact is that Íll the~ ťour volumcs a SÍ!Jgle author has a~empted to 
char,t mail's tot:i:I life cours,,, including the somatic changes. \Ve ~hink of Pr,ihod·a as an 
educational ans, to a lesser Cllltent, a chilil psychologist, tlu: author, among ether things, 
of Výzkum detského pís111a (1941) ani! Uvod do pe4ogogiakť psychologie (1956). He 
had to do an enormous amount oť reatling and learning IQ lie ablc to complete even thc 
first volun1e. There are 3·77/ refcrences in Vol. I, 158 in Vol. 11, 229 in Vol. lil, 421 in 
Vol. IV -a total oť clo se to 1200,rcťcrenccs. Thc work-s cited are u1.Czech, Eilglish, Fi:ench, 
GeFman, and Russian, attesting to the author,'s linguistic skil!s. 'Fo gaip. cffcct ive ácccss to 
the American literaiure, the author worked, on several oc<lasions, for foirly prolonged per­
iods in Amer-ican libraries. Th,: ,readcr , shoul11 bc aware of the fact that much of the intel­
lectual effor,t involved in the acquisition oť th~ rcquired infor,mation and ifs thougl\tťul 
transfonna~ion ,into a -rcadablc, casily flowing prose was made dwing that par,t of thc au­
ú1or's life whcn most mor,tals r,ctire not onty fro1n such suenuous exercise but from pro­
fessional aetivi~ie•s in general. 

A~ we are .informed in the Epiloguc, the id.:a for a study of the psychological aspects 
of man's '1ife cycle occurrcd to tlie author in 1923 when fie took a course on "Menta! 
[i)cvelopmcnt" a't ~he University ciť \Visconsin under Professor M. V. Q'Shea , Tl\e course 
and the textboc;)k eovcred orůy thc earlier phases of man's life, including the postpubertal 
pha -sc. He returneél to the idea of. a comprehensivc "p,-ychological ontogenetics" iJl 1941, 
but realized tfiat he had to inťonn hin1sclf farst about the ontogenesis of the sunplcr 
forms of llehaviot. His lecturcs at Charles University on the tlcvelopment ofanimal behav• 
ior-appeared in the form of min1cographcd kcturcs for, stud,:nts (scripta) in 1952, undcr 
ťhe title, Vývoj psychiky. After sevcral year, of prcparatory stuélies, he was ready to lcc­
turc oil the psychologiéal dcvel,w,nent oť ma.n. His lccture notes appeared, again as Íll· 
ťorn1al scripra, under the titk, Ontogeneze lidské psyclzik;y in thrce fasciclcs ~Fasc. I 
(1956), 211 pp,; fasc. 2 (1'9.58(, 227 pp.; Fa:.c. 3,348 pp.). The first volun1eof.thede-- . 
ťiniti~e tc:Xt appeared in 1963, and ihc Epiloguc to thc ťourth volumc was completed "in 
Prague on 17 Febr,ua.cy 1972." 

i'he author notes that, in spitc oť the Jarge size of the treatise, he was able to urcorpor­
ate only a part oí the availablc research material, which included biographics and auto• 
biogfaphies, inten-iews, an<i obscrvations of béhavior made in diťferent countr ,iéS and cul­
tures, as well as his own obscrvations during 1he course of his 'long liťc ( 1889-1·9179). He 
is fully aware of the large effects of the sex differences in psyrj1ologic:d tlevelopment and 
of the role of ethnic origin, urban versus rural cnviroilment ("me1ropolis v<lrsus a moun-
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tain hamlet"), sehooling, and occugational activities, as well as physiquc and health. ln 
spite of the aclHl0\\1lcdged and important cfťects of the environn1ent, Bril1oqa does not 
disregard thc role oť 1hc germinal makeup of cach individua! (thc complex of genes) in 
"programming" onlogcncsis, from conccplion tnrough birth 10 thc tin1ing of thc mil.:• 
s1011.: of post na tul dcvclopmcnt and the cessat,ion of life. 

Th.: treati,w i-s intfoduced by tl\e consiďcr~t1on of "developmental laws," gcneral ~ilis· 
cussed in thc ťramc,~1irk of dialectical matcrialis1n~, un~ speciflc (biopsychologic:il), and 
il cnds with a largc chaptcr en1i1,Icd "The mySťery of death," u term uscd by G. Stanley 
Hall (Senesceuee: The /ast /zal/ uf the lije, 19221), w-ho was among ihe firsl to deal with 
1hanatopsycholbgy, t,he psychology, oť dca1h. 'Fo P~1oda, 1he iss.ue oť dcath is a "psy• 
d1<1logfoal quc,tion," and his focus is on the belieťs and the vary,ing attitudes toward 

----death: "ln their intellectual and emoHonal rclations •t!i) clcath·, a ph.ysician or a-diléClor oť 
a ťuneral home differs ťrom a peasant, a practicing ,(:atliolic fron1 an a1•hc1st, an altruísr 

from an egoccntric" ~IV, 458). 
A distinctive component of tne "thanatocomplex" is the fecar of dying and of death, 

with anxiety passing at times into acute fear and horror, in contrast 10 rcsigncd ac.:cp• 
tance on the par,t of oth crs ar the heroism of a ka111ikaze pilot rcady to "dic ·bcau1iťull)' 
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and for a go-ad cause." Rcsponscs of the sur,vivors are considered sympathctically by !hc ✓ :Í 
author. ln !Príhoda's formulntion, to a sensitive individua! thc loss of a dcarly loved per• /: /I' , 
son is one of the bittere~1 exper,iences of onťs life, and •the emotional suffcríng is associ· • 
ated, t,ypically, with marked physical (disturbances of digestion, weakness, vcr,1igol and 
psycholbgica:I changes (u1crease in introversion, distur-banccs ill memory) , ílihc acutc sor• 
row (záimutek) passes into sailncss ~s111utek.). This was once u1stitutionalizcd ani! markéd, 
in rEurope, by the wearing of a black veil and black dress, or at lcast a black band ' on a 
man's sleeve. Contemporary civilization •has less and l~ss place for- a d,ignificd dcpai:1urc 
t:rom this wor,ld, ,v:iťh most people d.ying in a hospital rathcr than in 1heir homcs. ln largc 
cities, 1he activit ,ies of a crematorium resen1ble a "fac1or-y, ope.rating on a conveyor bclt 
systcm" ~l:Y,, 468 ~. 

Thc body oť tne text of the treat-ise deals, in detail, with 1he succcssive phases of !hc 
. total human 'life cycle, from the prenat~.I period tluoui;h mat -ur,ity to carly old agc (sl',t)' 

te sevent,y-Hvc y,ear.s), and thc fu1al period . of se11ecn1s t/lQ/esta, ťhc advanccd, troublc· 
some senescence terminatcil · by death. The narrativc is supplcmcntcd ,by a subslantial 
amount of ,tabUlai: material (52 tables in Vdl. 1, 34 in Vol. li, 59 in ~ ol. Ill, 11-4 in Vol. 
IV). 

Rerliaps the most conuov:ersial aspect of the wor-k is the periodiiation oť man's lifc in 
terms of fifteen-y,ear segments, br-inging the story to 1h.: agc of. fon ,y-fivc in :VQI. lil, to 
the age of sixty in the first par ,t , anél to seventy-f:ivc and beyond in l'lJ! sccond par,t of tl1c 
closing· volume. For thc period betwcen forty-five and sixty years, Príhoda was forccd to 
invcnt a new ter,m, ů1teraeviu1n (an "interstitial" per,iod betwcen l{Ígorous matur ,ity and 
old age). 

1n -European counuies ih which retirement ·bcgins at sixty, it .may n1áke good scnsc tu 
v,icw this milestone as -lhc beginning of senescence. ln thc IJnitcd Statcs, whcre a new law 
places obligatory re1irement for many occupational groups at scvcnty, it iloes not makc 
good sense. What this reviewer is arguing for is a "functional," not~ 1nechaniaal, chron<>• 
logical periodization of man's (and woman's) life cych:. Thc wor1il•widc trend toward 
car,lier, physical maturation and a delayed onsct of senescence undcrscorcs thc scrious 
limítations oť any purely cluonological appraoch and a ~ixcd pcr,iodiza~ion. 

For some pcriods of ~fe, especially for child ·hood, a ťifteen-ycar period is too long 
and heterogeneous, ontl Príhoda hunsclf (IV, 12) stresses that "childhood" consists of n" 
less than seven distinct tlevelop111ental ,phases (embryonal, f etal, neonatal, u1ťant, toddlcr. 
preschool-1fie "second chililhood" in PÍihoda's tcr,minology-and prcpubcrtaH. -Y:he 
onset of puberty exhibits substantial inter-indi'lidual dil7fcrenecs, and this is truc ·of all 
biolbgically deteřmined stages (e.g., menopause), as conuasted with socially and lcgallr 
deter.mined milestones in the cyclc of human life. rcforring specifically to the forty-ťifth 
year as the beginning of inte.91evium (one could spcak of Iate matur.ily, in conuast to 
early and middle maturity), Pliheda acknowledges (IIV, 66) tli.n thisda!u1g is ''schcn1a~ic, 
statistical, with a large dispersion." 1I'his only furtlicr undcrscores the questionablc valuc 
of '\firm" dates and of standaíd units of time (fi~tcen years iu the tr.:atis.:), in spíte ot" 
the apparent sunplicity and "order,liness" of such an approach. 

These consiilerations shoúld not obscure thc fundamcntal fact that PYi11oda's four­
volume treatise rcpresents a significant achicvement, not rcadily 111atched~if matched a-1 
all-in the w0rld litcrature: A theughtťul, well-documcntcd ťr,uit of etose to a \lUartcr oť 
a century of sustained -, disciplined, inspircd and inspiring labor in the vincyard of ,the 
sciences ofhu1nan development, with a focus on humun l>.:havi.or. 
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