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PSYCHOLOGISTS STIL.

This metaphor can certainly be undey-
b s100d b y many psychologists from the .-
~ called eastern part of Europe; but experts
L fromwest European regions can graspitas
- well. For the others, this metaphor symbol-
& 05 the Xth meeting of psychologists Sfrom
the Danubian countries which took place
& Srom August 30 to September 5, 1993 in
8 Slovakia, in the High Tatras, What preced.-
ed this geographically limited event? That
It was nine such meetings in all other Dan-
L ubian countries (excluding Romania) does
not reveal the root of the matter, We must
reveal the beginnings of these meetings and
Iry to tell the whole historical truth,
L Therefore:
- Themeetings of psychologists from Dan-
- ubian countries were not started only be-
cause of a natural motivation to communi-
cateinternationally ina certain broaderre-
L gion. One of the main motives (more or less
§ concealed) of the initiators was to make di-
. rect contacts with the psychology as it was
developing in the rest of the world because
| in Slovakia and other Soviet block coun-
Iries, the totalitarian system allowed only
L one, ostentatively or at least formally stated
\Marxist psychology. As we can see Sfrom
some papers read at the Danubian meetings
of psychologists the event became a con-
Spicuous example of some psychologists’
escape Srom that particular ideological
guardianship,
% These I)anubianmeeringsofp.sychologists
$Were not planned 10 be prestigious scientif-
iC events dealing with defined subjects of
clirrent research, Usually, these meetings

were like “omnibus” conferences of a par-
Uy-like character wigh the leading personal-

L UNITED By THE DANUBE,

ities of the psychological life (at leagt Sfrom
the host country) as participants, Such a
more or less representari ve sample of par-
ticipants facilitated overcoming geopoliti-
cal communication barriers from which the
psychologists Jrom the so-called “social-
ist” countries profited the most,

Because the meetings of the psychologists
Jrom Danubign countri,

5 took place in a
Jormof one week living under one roof (tra-
dition at the Smolenic.

¢ castle), colleague
relationships among the participants spon-

laneously and quickl ydevelopedinto friend-

ships, So gradually an informal community

ofpemonalily-wise similarp.s'ychologists de-
veloped in central Europe which, unlike the
pPower struggle tendencies of the psycho-
logical lobby, was typical with its mutual
assistance, This was evident, for example,
inrare books donations, conference invita-
tions, study stays abroad, etc.

To sum it up, the congresses of psycholo-
gists of Danubian countries became one of
the few bridges ( unofficial border crossi ngs)
between the geopolitically divided psycho-
logical Europe across which information,
scientific materials as well as individuals
travelled in both directions without a bor-
der check but generously and hospitably,

As early as at the IXth meeting of the psy-
chologists of Danubian countries in Poléje,
Slovenia (September 18-22, 1989) several
psychologists from the “eastern” countries
read presentations emphasizing “perestroi-
ka", i.e. crossing over the line of ideologi-
cal autocensorship, True, none of us even
imag-ined, at that time, that soon an
unprecedent historical event will take place:
a sudden decomposition of the world com-
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‘~talitarian power from within as a
»ywn confradictions.
re }‘7"\““,~“L‘l the euphoric shock from Ih;

; "\ rtained freedom was soon rep/ace' :
e ity. As a result of economic
feterioration in postiotalitarian CO{III'N'IES
o V\wmwmrs began to limit :Wl[)SlffI(’S to
science and research n‘hich.‘oj course, Z,f;
}k‘«fm'/ sychologists as well. §0111€ msm}u
were abolished, others I‘FSfI‘l(“fé’(f .nnd-r here
are no financial means for smmnj% 1;)[0;—
;‘uawm;_ research technology, trips n[l)ra(h ;
etc. Which one of us, under these circum-
\“':’1'!1.1 es, thought of a meeting Of rh:" psy-
;'nm".;, gists from Danubian countries? May-
be only nostalgically. But...

At one informal meeting with German
colleagues at the 38th congress of German
psychological society in Trier, Germany
(September 28-October 1, 1992) someone
mentioned the meetings of Danubian psy-
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chologists. To my surprise there was an
unanimous opinion that these meetings
should continue and the Xth congress should
be in the very country in which they started.
The dice were thrown, although the risks
were not small, considering the short time
for preparations.

Sixty persons participated at the anniver-
sary Xthmeeting, dominated by participants
from the German regions and Slovenia,
Colleagues from Bulgaria, Romania and
countries of the former Soviet Union were
missed. The organizer received anumber of
letters from previous participants of these
meetings stating that they are very interest-
edin the meeting but because of the “lack of
Sunds” cannot attend To improve matters,
rare personalities again attended the con-
Jference: prof. Dr. David Magnusson - the
vice president of the Royal Swedish acade-

miy of sciences, Prof. Dr. Jan Strelay - q
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member of the executive committee
1UPsyS, prof. Ida Kurzc from Polang
as six previous organizers.

In this double number of Studia P:
logica we are publishing the Pprocee
from this congress, i.e. 39 abridged cg
butions (with one exception of an i
tionof 5 papers). Unfortunately, notallp
ticipants managed to send their co
tions in a written version and, mo.
the printed word cannot sufficiently she
the atmosphere at the meetings to the
that did not participate.

Itbegan as usually with “addre.s:ses",. T
president of the International Union of Sc i
entific Psychology ( IUPsyL?) Kurt Pawli 1
apologizesin his letter for his absence (,\'evj
eral of his activities collided) and
other things writes:

“Please take these lines as a formal state
ment on the part of the IUPsyS: As you may
know from the exchanges during the B j
sels Congress, the IUPsyS likes to_support
activities also at the regional level, if such
activities prove useful and essential to pro=
moting the development of psychology i
that region. The Eastern Central European
countries are one region in which t
IUPsyS would like to be as helpful as possi=}
ble in this sense. I would appreciate if you
shared with me thoughts, ideas, and pro
posals that you and your colleagues ma
have in this connection. And I would like td
suggest that you bring this letter to the at
tention of the participantsin the Tatrameet:
ing, inviting them to make suggestions aboul
the wayin which the | UPsyS may contribute
1o the development of our science and pro
fession in thejr countries”, ’

The presidium of the Slovak Academy g
ciences, whose vice president had to ex
cuse himself from participating at the mee

ings because of unexpected duties, send the
following fax:
- “Dear participants of the Xth Meeting of
*sychologists from Danubian countries!
Allowusto greetyourimportant meeting.
We are happy that it is taking place on the
remises ofthe Slovak Academy of Sciences
id that it resonates with the current press-
@ needs of the extensive social transfor-
ion, which is going on in many Danubi-
\countries. The development of democra-
and market economy is the turning wheel
this transformation.
uch development is characteristic also
" the new Slovak republic which is pres-
iy forming its new concept of scientific
1 technological policy. Psychology holds
important place among the individual
orities of this policy.
ristotle, in his writing ‘About the soul’ -
ch was a fundamental psychological es-
Of his as well as future times - wrote:
e consider each science to be something
ftiﬁll andvaluable but one science more
. another - either Jor its exactness or
ause the subject of its study is more val-
or curious”.
the spirit of this, we can and must em-
ize the current and future development
ychology. Today, of all times, because
rein acertain, worldwide crisis of sci-
5. Whether we admit to it or not, this
 is one side of a connected Jjug. The
is made of global population, energy,
‘materials and environmental problems
an at the threshold of the 3rd millenni-
us, we should reevaluate our percep-
f the world and our approach to the
lronment.
herefore, for psychology and other sci-
S the present world is becoming one
at laboratory in which science has not

S

only a diagnostic but therapeutic role as
well.

Tacitly said, we should contribute to a
positive moral development of our environ-
ment, ourselves included. Let us wish our-
selves success in this mission!.

Branislav Lichardus - president, Vladimir
Bakos - vice president, Stefan Luby - vice
president.

" The course and results of two planned
and one spontaneous discussions are notin
the “Proceedings™ of the Xth meeting of
psychologists from Danubian countries. The
first two dealt with the current position of
psychologists in central Europe (lead by P.
Rokusfalvy) and the second with the possi-
bilities of international cooperation in re-
search (P. Vitouch). After certain confron-
tations of the representatives of the old and
the new federal republics of Germany there
appeared the need to say more but the
planned schedule did not permitit. Inasharp
but friendly polemic discussion, where the
moderators were mainly psychologists from
the Slavic regions, a certain consensus was
reached on many debatable issues; this is,
perhaps, symptomatic of the meetings of
psychologists from the Danubian countries.

The anniversary meeting of the psychol-
0gists - the community of researchers from
the central European region is behind us.
What will the future bring, in spite of the
positive and optimi stically sounding toasts
at the good-bye party?! Will the Danube
continue to really unite the psychologists in
the newly Jforming Europe ?

Bratislava, December 15, 1993

Damidn Kovd¢



	DSC01601
	DSC01602

